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the first world war there were only 21 persons allowed to be members of the press corps at any time i have 
to have a syndicate of smaller newspapers that got me in we all jumped up and went over the top and i felt 
no fear i felt instead it was tremendous and then our barrage stopped and then the great surprise of my life it 
was total silence there was nothing there and this is the first time that anybody who wasn't committed to 
bolshevism got into russia you see and all of us flocked in there and of course the first thing we wanted to 


see was the interview of course was lenny we tried to interview him what you might call on the run in this 
push and someone started out by saying you speak english oh what a question to ask a great man and he 
said i speak him the english language that's a very good that was his answer which was all right this is uh 
this is my friend mussolini who continued to call me carol collego on every occasion that i met him on the 
february 29th i'll never forget the date because he said look i forgot it was leap year i have no i have no 
appointments i kept asking him so i'll talk to you for hours i have nothing to do today and he talked to me for 
a couple hours 
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he talked to me for a couple hours george seldis former foreign war correspondent and premier press 
muckraker who's been suppressed by the establishment media makes his tv debut tonight on alternative 
views hey foreign when the late editor of the nation magazine carrie mick williams was asked to name the 10 
greatest muckrakers in the history of american journalism he named a few names that we're all probably 
familiar with people like lincoln stefans upton sinclair iaf stone ralph nader but there was one name that most 
of you are probably not familiar with george seldes don't feel too embarrassed george zeldas is a man who's 
lived in the shadows of american journalism a giant living in the shadows of american journalism why haven't 
you heard of him well for most of his journalistic career he's been you might call it a marked man boycotted 
blacklisted by the american press establishment why well he went after the press itself 
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why well he went after the press itself he was the press's critic tonight at age 90 george seldes will get his 
american television debut at the end of his life lincoln stefans perhaps the quintessential muckraker himself 
ended up becoming very disenchanted with mark raking he thought that perhaps they were missing the real 
point and he said that all these stories about corruption essentially don't question the underlying system was 
there any philosophy that underlay your criticism any social or political philosophy nonetheless your criticism 
of establishment journalism i believe in revisionist history i believe that history is largely written wrong which 
i'm not the original uh i didn't originate that phrase you know i mean i mean napoleon said so that foreign 
said history's lies agreed upon you know and things like that well i mean the month breakers have i think to 
some extent made a living on on revising history now that last book of mine which is called even the gods 
cannot change history is supposed to tell the facts which were wrong in the books but you are a reporter that 
has spent his life trying to keep us all abreast of the difference between fact and fiction but you have a story 
to tell us in your first experience with the press and its role in myth making in world war one in the first world 
war there were only 21 persons allowed to be members of the press corps at any time g2 was intelligence 
we were g2d which meant we were the press department of the intelligence department very well 
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of the intelligence department very well so i was one of the lucky people all the rest were important people 
like irvine s cobb damon runyon william allen white george patello william slavins mcnutt collier's sad evening 
post all these notable names were there i have to have a syndicate of smaller newspapers that got me in well 
i was brought i was my experience was on a small newspaper and i knew about what the press was up to 
and all like that i wasn't taken in by the grandeur of the great names and the great people maybe that's one 
of the reasons why i'm telling you the story perhaps well anyway i i i think i mentioned the fact that that in july 
the 18th the american troops led by the marines by the way given full credit they're actually led by the 
second division of which the marines were only half but the marines got credit for everything always do you 
know uh smashed the hindenburg line and when we saw him later he admitted this was the decisive day of 
the war the american it was the first time our lines had been broken and you can say that that was the 
american troops which won the war i don't think he used the phrase won the war but would change the tide 
of the war that's the phrase he used very well flush called in um pershing and said look i have brilliant idea 
why don't you find american fresh troops which have had this terrific victory you see they're now marching 
towards germany and the war by a wonderful uh pinscher movement this is the sami el salien and he called it 


a dagger appointed at the heart of france he says why don't we attack at the two edges of the syrian sea and 
and join our armies there trapped a hundred thousand germans in san diego you see liberate samuel the first 
time to be town to be liberated after four years of war and already trapped the german army and immediately 
turned our troops 
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immediately turned our troops and he had a great idea for getting all the way to the rhine well pershing was 
very pleased with it and we all went and got ready it took us till september about the 11th to get ready for this 
one and that had a signal either 4 30 or 5 the book i say 5 we were all to go over the top on these two sides 
cross no man's land converge our armies and trap the germans and capture samia well there i was you see 
the youngest member of the army by the way of the press section uh we see in 1928 i was 28 i was uh 1918 
i was 28 well there we were in the trenches this is not my first time i've been in the rainbow division i think i 
told you one day that my first night in the trenches and it was a normal night where nothing happens like 
invest in each snowy issue no nothing happened except that on the trench next to the one which i was in i 
was with the ohios a shell happened to break through the cover and there were eight men in the dugout 
officers and men they were all killed and just that shell fell 20 feet from our dugout that's that's nothing 
happened that night you see but this was the greatest barrage we'd ever put over you see and there i was 
thinking i was a coward i think my life i've always thought if i came to some physical decision i might be a 
coward i might run away i might not face it i've never had an experience like this i mean it's all right to steal 
pictures off the wall of somebody you're interviewing you know or the man who committed suicide in a 
newspaper or something that but this was a great test you know and so i was there and i tell you that i think 
the main thing is mass psychology i was there with all the dough boys i mean the whole rainbow division i 
think we were all in a way i mean they say the good soldier must feel 
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soldier must feel fear we were all trembling with fear perhaps but when the moment said go over the top and 
you realize that for four years anybody that showed a hand over the top or level on his head got it blown off 
we all jumped up and went over the top and i felt no fear i felt exhilaration instead it was tremendous and 
then our barrage stopped and then the great surprise of my life it was total silence there was nothing there 
after all these years there was no reply from the germans there was nothing there was no man's land we 
walked wherever we wanted i found we found the ruins of a plane that had been shot down earlier an old 
tank turret shot out or something they got to the german trenches we admired how well they lived they even 
had electric lights in their trenches they lived well you know at least the officers did and we went across and 
nothing happened so i said well you know we were on the pictures that was 20 you know that was if samia 
was there we were up 50 miles away or something you see so i said this is no good i'll never get there and of 
course being one of the lucky people in the press section i had a cadillac that wasn't only time in my life i 
ever did i had a cadillac and a sergeant who drove it and all that that's what the 21 of us each ranked the 
cadillac and i went and got my driver and i said look let's drive back and try to get into san diego and then he 
was the brilliant man he said look everybody's going to try to do it now we know that all the roads are mine 
and when they're not mine there are tank traps now look here's what we will do let us drive around we have 
the time let us drive around and make a detour and then come to on samuel from another section 
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to on samuel from another section north of the town you see where they never expected anybody to come 
from and maybe they will get in there and he drove around to a town called shovancore which was northwest 
when we came to shove we found a trap in the town the main road went through the top the tank trap was a 
hole between the houses so that nobody could get through but we were practicing in san mio there so we left 
the car on the other side of the tank trap you see we walked across we walked on the side street where no 
carpet a little narrow street we got to the river booze or as general pershing called with the muzz we got 
there and to our there was something in front of us and to our great surprise we found french colonial work 


troops building a plank bridge into the town where the big bridge had been destroyed and they were sort of 
blue fatigue or whatever it was so they had been there before us and nevertheless being the correspondents 
dressed in practically an officer's uniform you know we didn't have those who didn't wore the whole sam 
brown belt but those who felt queasy about it left off the shoulder strap just a belt around here but an officer's 
uniform we got there and they all taught hurrah they said who are you are you germans you're wearing a 
brown uniform we said no we're the americans well when they heard americans they gave us the grand 
ovation and then we said well where are the germans they said the germans have been gone for almost two 
weeks so here general pershing and forsh and all our great intelligence had made this greatest attack with 
the greatest expenditure of ammunition we'd ever made with tanks and preparation i think that patton's tanks 
were in the back of us and all that and there was one german 
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and all that and there was one german there they had at least 10 days earlier pulled out and there was 
nobody in san diego but the few french colonials building a bridge which we crossed and the whole town 
turned out in the in in the center you see and gave us the reception two hours later general pershing who 
had got caught in one of those tank traps or you know or mines or something eventually got there with the 
secretary of uh the war newton d baker with general pat town who was the commander of that front uh who 
forged sans and uh clemencel was supposed to meet him there too but he got lost you know and worst of all 
the u.s signal corps which was supposed to take movies of the triumphal entry of san miel never got there at 
all so the photographs i took these few stills on a little camera that i brought with me i think it was about two 
inches by three inches in plates by the way uh the only the the only historical evidence of perching walking 
across the plank two hours after i was there into the town well you could never repeat this great celebration 
for pershing you see which they gave us however they the mayor and the chief of police and some of the 
people who'd been in hiding and came from elsewhere and there was a few speeches made at the city hall 
and honored well i told him who pershing was they didn't even know his name the germans didn't tell them 
much about our the american army being there well the main point is this that despite the fact that there was 
no capture stunning capture storming of san mio i told you what there was there we went to no man's land 
nothing and no triumphal entry because certainly the edge had been taken off uh the story was a 
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uh the story was a table to america samuel captured american troops greatest victory in the whole war uh 
general pershing's triumphal entry samuel to this very day it appears in books because a professor i can't 
think of his name just now but i have letters from him as late as a year or two ago a man wrote a history of 
the first world war or something in which he uses a story and i wrote to him and he said well if i ever if it's 
ever a second edition i should certainly correct it you say i told them what happened you see well what 
happened also was this i told you we were briefed as to how we were going to put over this terrific barrage 
the greatest barrage of the war and destroy everything in front of us and then come out and then perhaps 
engage in hand-to-hand battle with the germans after we had destroyed their trenches and eventually march 
and join up the two american armies and trapped them there well we were briefed and it was fox connor i told 
you the chief of operations and general nolan gave us the story and he said at so and so at 4 30 the barrage 
will start at five o'clock we go over the top at 5 10 15 we should have reached this point at 5 35 well among 
the bright boys of our of the press corps freddie ferguson of the united press did the very clever thing you 
can't say it was a false story because what he did was to take the briefing at 4 30 we shall start the box 
barrage all he did was at 4 30 the box the barrage now is a small one he meant the full length of the front 
barrage at 4 30 the barrage will start so he put down at 4 30 we started the barrage at five o'clock all our men 
the rainbow down mentions 
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all our men the rainbow down mentions them you know we are allowed to mention the visions of that day 
went over the top etc he just put it that ever happened now he didn't try to sneak it through or break the 
censorship he went to the censor who was named was captain gerald morgan and he said captain the 
censor he says look here are here is the story in what journalists call takes in short pieces dated you see by 
our just as [ __ ] as uh dennis nolan's general nolan said we were going to do it when the word i meant to be 
able to get back here you see nobody's to write the story besides i wouldn't have time as headquarters 
announces our progress you release these takes one by one naturally headquarters announced the barrage 
the jumping into no man's land the advancing and eventually general pershing's triumphal entry to samuel 
and one by one that gerald morgan the censor released ferguson's dispatch written in the past tense of the 
glorious capture of samuel and to this very day this is the story that historians accept and they will not accept 
the story of the one person who was there who says there was no capture there was no storming there was 
no glorious entry etcetera etcetera persian himself further added insult to the truth by perhaps shading in this 
issue of the capture of german troops would you tell that part of that an interesting that happened you don't 
expect now look what you do not expect is that that the american army official communicate with saying we 
entered san miel today and found that the germans had left it at least 10 days ago that the orders to 
withdraw had been issued two weeks earlier now you don't expect us to admit that ever see but that's exactly 
what happened now crushing eventually and and sending his own dispatches 
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and and sending his own dispatches you see says this glorious victory of whatever he calls it you see 
resulted in the capture of tens of thousands of german infantry artillery men guns ammunition everything else 
trains all of which was true why was it true because apparently at least two weeks or maybe earlier 
ludendorff i told you the general officers are the whoever wins the wars because they're somewhat less 
stupid than the other general headquarters ludendorff at general headquarters i'm not saying hindenburg 
hindenburg was a bright man but ludendorff and general headquarters they had perhaps decided they 
certainly had decided to reinforce on the ill even they either before they knew or maybe after they knew we 
were going to attack it and so they had dispatched i don't know at least ten thousand or more ten no 10 000 
would only be a couple of no they did this perhaps 10 divisions of men you see we we captured i think 10 or 
20 000 men there they had divisions of men but whole trains and munitions and artillery were dispatched to 
to keep san miguel and they kept coming and a day or two after we were in town trains started coming in 
over the railroad from the north they were coming in from the german side they'd been on their way they 
continued on their way they landed at the railroad stations and instead of being greeted with the mach damn 
rhine or gut midtones they found the american troops that says buses to your lows or something and they 
said put your hands up your prisoners the americans well some of them very happy about it after four years 
of or more but nevertheless that's how we captured these tens of thousands of prisoners they simply walked 
into our 
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they simply walked into our book they rode into railroad trains and that is the whole story of sanmiel i swear 
to you this is the fact not a single life was lost not a person was hurt and or if anyone fell off the plank bridge 
they might have hurt his leg is about all i know of in the way of of a thing certainly it bears out that old axis 
what'd you Say it certainly bears out that old axiom in war the truth is the first character truth is the first 
casualty lord possibly that's his title of the book george you've uh covered the noted and notorious you knew 
lenin tell us your impressions of you when you met lenin whether you like it or not lenin was the man who che 
who changed the course of this century more than any other person that i know of i think it's be admitted i 
mean napoleon may have changed the 18th century i mean for good or evil but so it was lenin i mean after 
all uh his interpretation of uh marx which they called communism of first bolshevism certainly spread 
throughout the large part of the world and they're still influencing the world although uh i mean i think lately i 
mean with the defection of tito with the first great break in 1948 and then of course the biggest nation of all 
china not accepting marx i mean stalinism there's been a great change nevertheless you might say that the 


that the that the leninist or the putting into practice the 19th century philosophy of karl marx changed the 
century well everybody in the world was wanting to go in to interview lemmy you know and uh almost no one 
ever did 
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and uh almost no one ever did i remember uh half telegrams to the chicago tribune that's the kind of 
telegrams you that that drove us into ulcers uh proceed you know interview lemming or proceed moscow 
before they start running excursion cranes you know clayton who was in uh finland trying to get in he thought 
he'd quiet him up in chicago he sent them a bill for three reindeer shot from under me while trying to cross 
the frontier into russia well luckily the hoover relief administration which saved at least 6 million russian lives 
maybe 10 so that all the russian leaders today really owed their lives to america they were the children who 
are food saved and thanks her the herbert hoover the man who fed belgium fed the russians you know there 
was no trace of this appeared in any russian book stalin are limited eliminated at all you ca you mentioned 
hoover or famine there's no mention of even a famine they never have famine under the bolshevik regime 
you know the fact is the peasants shall still be enemies and they're still sabotaging and they're having 
frequent famines they still have to buy grain in america well anyway mr walter lyman brown was a 
representative of mr hoover's and in the treaty with mr lavina by which we were permitted to enter russia to 
save their lives it was specified that newspapermen have the right to go in and this is the first time that 
anybody who wasn't committed to bolshevism got into russia you see and all of us flocked in there and of 
course the first thing we wanted to see was the interview of course was lenny well lenina had a this was a 
1922. 
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well lenina had a this was a 1922. see and i remember very well november the 7th 1922 would have been 
the fifth anniversary of the russian revolution and um there was a beating i don't know the delegates of all the 
communist nations or the common term or something it was in the hall of the czars in the kremlin and i 
remember oh the czar's throne had been put back in the background that there were all the leaders you 
know trotsky and zenoven communism they were all sitting there you see and uh talk about cleverness the 
the the soldiers at each door there was a soldier with a rifle see an illiterate soldier chosen especially 
because he couldn't read or write you know why because by his side there was a panel and but on the panel 
there were sample cards of delegates and members and journalists et cetera et cetera all of whom would be 
permitted to enter you see and nobody else and say this was the diocese of which they were all sitting it was 
above us about three steps up and here were the two tables with the press and we were about say 20 feet 
from the first door coming in and i have we all sort of looked up there was a little trouble but one of the 
policemen see one of the guards with the rifle he was holding up a man the man didn't have the right car to 
come in and yet he wanted to come in well we looked you'll never believe your eyes it was illite lenny 
illiterate himself he had recovered from his first stroke the doctor said he was capable of making a speech 


00:28:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=J_xWIP7UMzk&t=1680s 





a speech apparently he didn't have the right card for the day and he couldn't get in so of course they got him 
in and i remember this which it's typical of something of the man's great character as he went sonambu for 
speaking when all this was taking place so nobody was the one who spoke in a high false set of voice and 
we all hated him he shrieked or something and as he came by us to go up this three steps to mount you see 
he had to come by the press table and he's heard genomics speaking and as he went by us i looked and he 
was tiptoeing not to make a noise to disturb the speech now that's a great man in a way a little episode that 
unlikes a man's character as channing said more than a whole book of biography and of course then as soon 
as they recognize him what you might say in the old days was pandemonium but it broke loose again it was 
terrific and then he got up and he made a speech and he spoke for an hour in russian then he spoke for an 
hour in german in the same speech i think a third time in french i'm not sure about the french but i remember 
him pausing for a german word and turning to somebody you see when he was translating himself into 


german another the facet of the man's character you see he was being helped out well as soon as he as 
they were then the photographers all came in the movie people they were all well there were no tv but i mean 
there's there was news reel all they all came in to make to record this great event of of his recovery from his 
stroke you know and so all his all the big shots of the commentary were hustling him into this big room where 
we were all to be lined up and he was to be seated in the middle and the the common turn and the you know 
the big shots the police bureau not the pilot please the 
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police bureau not the pilot please the police bureau on both sides of him etc uh well we tried to interview him 
what you might call on the run in this push and someone start out by saying you speak english what a 
question to ask a great man and he said i speak him the english language that's a very good that was his 
answer which was all right and then uh somebody did ask you an intelligent question you know on the about 
being pushed and then someone said uh well i maybe i don't know without asking him he turned to sort of 
looked at us and said why do you americans make such a terrific campaign against bolshevism he says after 
all what is bolshevism bolshevism is an interpretation of marx it is the interpretation of marxian socialism 
originated by an american they and we said who who and he said well his name was daniel de leon and 
suddenly a great light burst on me i thought my father whose first political activity was when at the age of 25 
when he was a volunteer worker for henry george when they organized the single tax party because henry 
george originated the idea of a single tax a tax on gains attacks on property gains and gains you could do 
away with all other taxes couldn't even be tried today i think and work and it was never been tried in all 
history among the people who were volunteer workers there was a father mcglynn who organized or helped 
the knights of labor a catholic labor organization and he was excommunicated for his part in this single tax 
thing louis post who afterwards became a member of the cabinet of some u.s president and daniel 
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president and daniel de leon who afterwards founded the um the socialist workers party of america which still 
exists they run a paper called the weekly people they're still a minor branch of socialism they still consider 
themselves the purest expounders of marxian socialism now they do whether or not well anyway so 
suddenly lenny talking to me brought and i i suddenly thought of my father and the man whom he knew my 
father worked with named daniel the leo and this and this was about the whole extent of the interview george 
while with the tribute chicago tribune you uh also went to italy and covered mussolini the rise of fascism well 
you understand that mussolini up to 22 was a journalist now actually when i first met him in 1919 uh that was 
before fascism was really a power or an organized power and he was the editor of the uh well in fact the first 
time i met him was at the uh in 1919 that's right that's when i first met him i was sent to cover a a strike in the 
in turin the fiat works and so forth and in other parts and uh i remember very well uh the her we all arrived 
there we heard terrible stories about the working people going on strike and yelling viva la mean and arming 
themselves and the wives of the strikers burning mr fiat alive in this furnace and all like that well of course uh 
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and all like that well of course uh as a reporter as i could write this up but what was the hurst man to do who 
was sent to get pictures so he went out and he bought all the old guns and sabres he could find in town and 
he hired a lot of people and he put him back on the wall and he himself wrote viva la nina and a sickle and 
hammer on it and then photographed the striking workers you see embracing communism in russia you say 
well then of course there was the case of senior fiat you see who was burnt alive so the first thing i said when 
i got to the hotel i said something about and the man said my dear sarah i'm sorry but you seem to have 
made a mistake uh fiat is not the name of a man fiat stands for fabrici italiano automobilique f-i-a-t it's the 
automobile works of the city of the fiat of the city of terrain now the owner's name agnelli agnelli he still is and 
nelly is one of the biggest men in italy even today you see he says i can call him up for you if you want to 
interview him so here's the story of the workman's wives who were even more vicious than the working 
people who just yelled viva lamine the workers wives who burned mr in this but well when there was no story 


uh i was there with the i was working with lincoln here the world with the world and the um the chicago 
tribune we figured we're not rivals exactly so we cooperated frequently so he said let's go call on mussolini 
he's a fellow journalist in fact he was there covering parts of it so we went over to milan and we called on him 
and that's when he made something a terrific declaration he was in favor of a general strike and 
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he was in favor of a general strike and he was in favor he he thought it was a little too mild or anything like 
that you see at that time he wasn't quite he wasn't really a fascist yet he was just the beginning of the thing 
you see and he he made the phrase which uh i had it correctly written for me somewhere else later he said 
the sangre italy has need of a bloodbath in other words he thought that violence in the streets labor the 
unions and clashing with the police would be a good thing to spill blood because he thought it would start the 
uh the anti-government movement of course that was his purpose in it and of course later when he organized 
the black shirts that's exactly what they did they had splashes in the streets and they spilled blood wherever 
they could and eventually since he was the most powerful of all the outfits the king gave him the uh well 
anyway we went to see him and he made that statement that italy needs a bloodbath and he talked to us as 
as carol kalego meaning my dear khalid he called us his colleagues and all that i mean this was long before 
uh he was you know fascism was actually started you know by da nunzio and also in 1919 the same year 
earlier in the year and when he took field me he had the black shirts the dalmatian legion which later became 
the rdt of mussolini he also collected all the money you know he uh they sent word to all the american 
italians to support the nuncio's capture and make fumey a an italian instead of a yugoslav city send the 
money to my deputy in milan benito mussolini the editor of carrera delicera our editor of the popular italian 
pardon me 
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me and so 50 000 was raised by the americans which mussolini stole and i say stone because he was tried 
for theft by the association of the journalists of lombardia at the biggest association of the press of north italy 
they tried him and and the the verdict was that that he took the money but he said i used it for ours for our 
general purpose i organized the fascisti with her well anyway this is uh this is my friend mussolini who 
continued to call me carol kalego on every occasion that i met him in italy before he took office and the very 
interesting point i don't know if any people in october 1922 is when as when he arrived by train you see the 
famous march on rome there's another great myth of history no fascist march on roman occupied rome they 
came by pullman he came by pullman car and the rest came in in cattle cars or ordinary passenger cars from 
the land and they got there and the king handed over the government to them that's all three days later he 
led a march a triumphal march through the city himself de bono grande and all the big people you see which 
is called the glorious march on rome of course i can tell you i have a there's a secret one of my books which i 
call i think it's an illustrator book called i think it's called world panorama i tell the story that this glorious 
march on rome was a fraud and all the photographs were taken three days later and i didn't supply the 
pictures but little brown bought a bunch of pictures to illustrate my book with and one of them was mark the 
glorious march of rome the famous picture which i call a frog only they don't identify it as that 
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only they don't identify it as that well in 1924 in june mussolini had his chief competitor the the head of the 
socialist party joe giocomo matiotti he had him assassinated he was stabbed 20 or 30 times and died in an 
automobile mussolini afterwards announced that he died of a tuberculosis hemorrhage the people who killed 
him including rossi who was or anyway phillippelli and rossi were two of members of the cabinet who made 
confessions the actual man who stabbed him was named dominique i can't remember his first name albert or 
something dumani was from an american born in saint louis of italian parents married either married to a 
miss williams or the son of an american woman named williams or something and dominique was the actual 
assassin but it doesn't matter rossi and phillippelli who were members of the cabinet took the bloodstained 
garments of mattyoti and send it to mussolini to prove that they had done the job that he told them to do and 


this man mussolini actually when mrs mathioti came said where is my husband he said i we will find him for 
you he may have gone away to france maybe he got scared or something like that after he knew that he that 
he that they i don't know what they did with the body i don't know if the body's ever what's the story behind 
your expulsion from italy was it because you exposed this thing look on june 29 1924 i was in italy see i built 
an office 
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i was in italy see i built an office there not far from the palazzo kishi where the famous balcony that he 
addressed the crowds from i could i overlooked that i could take pictures of him he later said that i put it that 
purposely says that one day i'd come with a gun and shoot him that's what they told people that then press 
after anyway um where was i uh why were you expelled yes so i this is the day in which on the february 29th 
i'll never forget the date because he said look i forgot it was leap year i have no i have no appointments i kept 
asking him so i'll talk to you for hours i have nothing to do today and he talked to me for a couple hours 
nothing on politics so we discussed art and literature and poetry and music and all like that and i noticed that 
the this clever man this who'd become the head of of the country he figured out well who was there just a 
reporter you know so he would use phrases from machiavelli and nietzsche and all like that as his own 
thinking well i'll put that over on him he said as far as my sex life goes my motto has always been thou goes 
to woman do not forget thy will direct out of nature you know i mean it's a quote only nietzsche has someone 
say it not not that it was his own view but it's from dusby zarathustra and things like that and then he um he 
would use titles of the books by people as if they were part of his vocabulary like well i am human all too 
human that's another one of nietzsche's books you know uh things like that and uh well it so happened that i 
don't know i came across them when i was a boy in the library that's one of the things that 
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the things that that i found by being able to go to the stacks and knew all about well shortly after i got this 
interview it was it was a well he i would say it was probably the best interview i ever had with anybody 
because it didn't discuss politics or daily news it was a civilized interview you might say and they impressed 
me very well his favorite sports were uh were violating the law i mean by uh were by speedy speeding 
through the streets you see that was his favorite sport was was uh auto auto you see you know he killed he 
killed a boy once and cornelius vanderbilt a journalist who claims he was mussolini's guest that day said that 
mussolini as they killed the boy and drove on at full speed he's he said uh what is one life more in the affairs 
of state vanderbilt and drove on now that is that is his story i i don't know that mussolini was ever as crude as 
that but anyway all this time the people were going around with photostats there were no xeroxes in those 
days of the confessions of these people as to the actual killing who the act did the actual stabbing what 
mussolini's orders were the part rossi and philippelli played in it and all like that rossi made a confession 
philippelli made a confession dumani i don't know what happened he disappeared the actual murderer well 
like every i had a good man working for me his name was champhara the father of the man who went on the 
andrea dora remember the new york times man named the i forget that camilo i don't know if camilo chanfara 
was the 
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i don't know if camilo chanfara was the son of the father but anyway the senior one and he he brought these 
documents into me and he said look you'll be expelled you may even be attacked by the fascistian given 
castor oil and die three months later the most horrible death if they pour a pint of castor oil into you they can't 
you can't say they killed me you can live three months of the most painful and horrible pains you've ever had 
and there's no solution apparently that's how they kill people they for shifting so i said well uh it's my job to 
send the news out and motherwell of the chicago daily news warned me he said i've had these for months 
and my office knows it and i they don't want me they want to keep me here the associated press was run by 
salvatore cartesi the new york times man was arnold cortesey and the london daily mail was a miss cortese 
and these three people who were not car carrying fascists but were more fascist than anybody else except 


perhaps mussolini himself were sending the news to the biggest paper in america the biggest paper in 
england and the associated press the greatest news agency in the world and so crooked was these co were 
these cartesians that two of their employees one of them was became well-known writer that percy winter 
and i the other one thomas b morgan or something anyway they would come to the office frequently after 
cortese went home and cabled the news he had suppressed which was not favorable to miscellaneous 
fascism in order to save the ap from being scooped or from being shown up as crooked that's what they did 
right along and they said well look we can't we can't use the mussolini implication and the 
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and the assassination of uh of batioti that is simply impossible you might get killed or you'll certainly be 
deported and i sent it by mail just in a letter i sent it to either london or paris and they put it on the wire it 
appeared and i said don't use it in the paris edition but they did which there was no necessity for that the 
chicago tribune centered all over the united states and it was used and it finally got out where months and six 
months after the assassination perhaps this was in 25 and they say took place in june 24. well um i got 
ordered to leave the country see the press corps did one nice thing for me with the exception to cortez who 
said we'd never take part in things like this but all the rest led by beatrice baskerville of the world and hire a 
motherwell of the chicago daily news and people like that they called it the foreign office they saw dino 
grande minister of foreign affairs and they came back and said you can stay it's okay so i gave a dinner and 
about two o'clock in the morning we were still drinking and eating and having a wonderful time there was a 
knock on the door i had that kind of apartment in the room i was permanent correspondent and there were 
the policemen saying pack up your things you're leaving and i left and when we got to the frontier you know 
passport we stopped on the italian side that well i i knew what the fascist might do you see and i certainly i 
heard people going through cars yelling dolbey zelda's dobby means where is an italian dog so well i thought 
i'd gonna be in a lot of trouble here i noticed that you know these little 
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i noticed that you know these little compartments i had a whole compartment you see you know and pullman 
they don't have an america each little compartment with two benches on this side afterwards turned into 
beds you know well i happened to be alone in one and the next there were four men that sleeps four you 
know and two of them were in the uniform of british admirals and then i found out they were all four were 
admirals they were all from malta and they were all going to england via rome and modena into france paris 
so i walked in i said pardon me admiral to the guy i talked to the senior and i said look uh i represent chicago 
tribune i'm being deported and the fascists with their clubs i hear them and that they're advancing on us and 
uh they're looking for me and you know they'll call me to death or give me casserole kill me one way or 
another they said we'll take care of that well they they came in i was sitting there but i was off the river three 
in civilian clothes you understand and uh they kept looking around and they said don't they sell this the 
senior editor says get out of here we are five admirals from malta and let's see this was a 2025 i was 30 well 
i was 35 i could be an admiral 35 lower grade anyway and he threw them out and that's what saved my life 
that's one of the chances i mean i is this is this really a chance of losing my life maybe like going over the top 
and finding nobody here was the the fascists i don't they would have done something to me beating me up or 
clubbed me anyway you know well anyway so so this is the this is my episode with mussolini and i never saw 
him again or heard of him again 
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this is the first in our three-part series on george saldis a giant of a man who's been ignored in the united 
states by the establishment media we have with us dr jean bird who is a professor of journalism at the 
university of texas who not only nor knows george seldis but he's also been the prime mover in getting 
george zelda rehabilitated gene your evaluation of george savas well i wanted to say that what you've just 
seen is sort of living history is told by a living journalist and a historian and a press critic who has that rare 
kind of experience of having been where history was made and with that rare courage of daring to set the 


record straight and correct errors by journalists and historians cells is a man who has not been loved he's 
been ignored by many in the teaching and practice of journalism perhaps largely because he's criticized the 
press so much and because teachers of journalism like myself have not been themselves in the forefront of 
press criticism and so often they accept what is in the media content as they given rather than as 
problematic this man has won no pulitzer prizes no honorary degrees he's not been on the talk show circuit 
but thanks to actv and frank morrow who are to be commended for this somewhat premier presentation on 
cells who has been rediscovered and i've had some part in that several years ago i helped establish first of 
all a special division of our national journalism teachers association to recognize and encourage this kind of 
press criticism and to foster reporting such as cells has done as a type of research is the type of participation 
as well as observation if you will this is a lot of this has been recorded in 20 some books that he's 
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in 20 some books that he's as he's written and with this in mind i set up a special annual award for 
professional excellence of this type by journalists who both practice and criticize their profession i 
immediately began a campaign in in 1979 to make sure that george sells was given this award i was 
encouraged a lot by curtis mcdougall a professor of journalism at northwestern university who said to me i 
worked with professor mcdougall for many years that in his opinion sells more than anyone else's living had 
made critical analysis of the press popular and important so in 1980 at our national convention at boston 
university uh we arranged for ourselves to have this first this this award and i had the honor of presenting it 
to him he had taken a bus from nearby windsor vermont where he lives in somewhat obscure and lonely life 
and he came down and accepted the award and shared with many of us a lot of the kinds of things that 
you've just viewed him saying i was very honored as i say and yet pleasantly pleased that in in his own 
words and this is what he said uh quote this is the first such honor i've ever received in my life end of quote 
that is public recognition by the profession of journalism uh at about the same time two years ago he was 
being interviewed by two other journalism teachers ev dennis the university of oregon and claude jean 
bertrand of the university of paris and they wrote in journalism and history in 1980 and i'd like to share with 
you what their perspective is in what you call resurrection george might object to that word 
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word but renewed recognition i'd like to share this with you this is what they their conclusion uh is about this 
man in journalism history many of his press criticisms were picked up by the once vilified and later respected 
hutchins commission on freedom of the press he predated that of course important critics and crusaders 
acknowledge their debt to him and in the end many of his predictions have proved to be right his once 
outrageous behavior made it easier for later critics who often made the same points but with more 
persuasive diplomacy press criticism is still not that popular but it does exist as you know frank we have a 
newspaper and broadcast ombudsman we have a few journalism reviews remaining we have reporting on 
the press and the news magazines and even some press counsels as in this assessment dennis and 
bertrand pointed out but all of them owe something to the legacy of george sells who fought a more 
sustained battle with greater continuity than any press critic in our history so i'm rather proud to have had a 
part in the the resurrection of george sales slowly he is being rediscovered you might be interested in in 1980 
now he was 90 then he will be 93 in this november we sent out a lot of press releases to scores of news 
media back then and we were right there in the middle of boston new york area and no one showed up for 
the presentation and to my knowledge and word from others and word from mr cells the the press that still 
ignored him in that instance but i must say that they he was a subject of a recent feature story in the 
washington post and he has won one of the george poke awards since ours and his his energy and vitality 
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ours and his his energy and vitality indicate he has a lot more years i hope to watch dog the press well let's 
hope so next week on the second section of our georgetown special he will tell you about what it was like in 
germany both before and during hitler's regime he met hitler he talked to hindenburg he also tells you about 


the pro-fascist leanings of the american press and the bribes which some of the best of the top people in the 
american press took and then suddenly started having pro-nazi articles and pictures in their newspapers he 
will also tell us about the spanish civil war what it was like and particularly how the press covered it as he 
said the press covered itself in filth during the spanish civil war so we're looking forward to that next week the 
second section of our three-part series on george zelda good night you 


END 


